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An m-simplex x in an n-category A consists of the assignment of an r-cell x(1) to each
(r+ 1)-element subset & of {0,1,...,m} such that the source and target (r — 1)-cells of x(x)
are appropriate composites. of x(v) for v a proper subset of u. As m increases, the appropriate -
composites quickly become hard to write down. This paper constructs an m-category 0, 'such
that an m-functor x: €, — A is precisely an m-simplex in A. This leads to a simplicial set 44,
called the nerve of A, and provides the basis for cohomology with coefficients in A. Higher
order equivalences in A as well as free n-categories are carefully defined. Each &, is free. '
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Introduction
History

The sierve of a category A is the sunphcral set AA Whose elements of dlmenmon
n are abuttmg n-tuples of arrows in A [10]. That this process gencrahzes to
r-categories A, where now an element of dimension r is an a-simplex with an
m-cell in each face of dlmcnsmn m, 1 learned in conversation w1th John E :
Roberts in 1979. _ :

- This informal. descnptxon of A turns out to be harder to make. precise than one

.would expect and it is the pnnmpal purpose of the present paper to give a snnple

accurate definition. The central idea (which 1 had a few months after the
conversation with Robcrts) is to describe “the free w-category ¢, on the
- simplex”.

* The author is grateful to Linda Harns fﬁr her mventlve and profﬁsmnal typmg ‘of the dlagrams 111 )
thls paper. i
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Roberts {8] had a precise description of the nerve of a 3-category but remarked
that no 2amount of staring at the low dimensional cocycle conditions would reveal
the pattern for higher dimensions. However he had worked on a program aimed
at solving this problem by characterizing nerves as simplicial sets with extra
structure (hollowness) plus exactness conditions; he called them complicial sets
but was unable to complete the program.

On hearing that Roberts was coming again to Australia, [ began working

~ seriously on his program (April-May 1982) obtaining an alternative characteriza-

tion of complicial sets and a proof that complicial sets, whose elements of
dimension greater than 2 are all hollow, are the isomorphs of nerves of 2-
categories, In June 1982, Roberts gave me a copy of his old handwritten notes on
complicial sets in which he had the aiternative charactenzatlon and many general
constructions [9].

With Jack Duskin at Macquarie University enthusiastic about the project, I
returned to study &, and circulated a handwritten conjecture in July 1982; the
well-formedness notion of Section 2 below appeared there. The conjecture
seemed hard to verify and I worked instead on enriched categories for 18 months.
This work on enriched categories, sheaves and stacks led me to realize the
importance of describing €, apart from containing the higher cocycle conditions
and the coherence information for multiple compositions, it seems to be related to
the notion of space itself.

Jack Duskin returned to Australia in December 1983 and I returned to the
attempts at my conjecture. In my office I had two posters of diagrams illustrating
@, for n =5 which were made for the Macquarie University Open Day, August
1982. Jack encouraged me to.draw &, which took a weekend of working with rules
which I could not make precise. Meanwhile, he worked on extracting hlgher
dimensional figures from oriented simplexes.

The clue which put me on the track to a solution was that the well-formedness
of -a union occurring in a composite depends not only on the well-formedness of
the separate cells at the level of that union but also on the well-formedness of all
the lower dimensional cells which are involved in the sources and targets. I then

_tediously began characterizing the 2-cells, then the 3-cells, then the 4-cells, and

even the 5-cells of @, before coming up with a general argument which here
appears in the proofs of Lemima 3.4(d) and Lemma 3.9.

The algorithm which gives the cocycle conditions as equations appears here in
the proof of Corollary 3.14 (excision of extremals). 1 had written this -algorithm

‘down for Jack on 25 January 1984 but I was unable to justify its working. This
depended on the present Lemma 3.13 whose proof eluded me until this month

(August 1984).
Finally, I should say that, although I had been referring to 0, as the free

w-category on the w-simplex Aw, I did not see how to make this universal
property precise until last month. I had thought that an n-dimensional version of

the notion of computad [12} (which is appropriate for 1 = 2) would be much more
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difficult to describe than @, itself. This is not the case: free w-categories can be
characterized universally in a straightforward manner (see Section 4).

Motivation

Algebraic topdlogy develops from the facial relationships between model spaces
for each dimension. The usual choice for dimension # is the standard n-simplex

4, ={xER|0=x,=x,=---=x,=1}.

H we put [n]={0,1,....,n}, then A4, , consists of the order-preserving func-
tions [#]— I where I is the unit interval. The category A of ordered sets [r] and
order-preserving functions has some distinguished functions J;:[n]—[n+ 1]
where the image of , contains all elements of [r + 1] except i. These satisfy the
simplicial identities

' 8,4,= 8,0, fori<j.

There is a functor A—Sp into the category of spaces which takes [#] to 4,; the
information on maps captures the facial relationships. -

Abelian cohomology is obtamed using a space X and an abelian group-4. Put
X, =5p(4,, X), the set of maps in Sp from 4, to X; the &, induce functions
X, — X, Let C” denote the set of functions X, — A regarded as an abelian
group under value-wise addition. The 4, induce homomorphisms é,: C"— C**!
which again satisfy the mmphclal identities and these 1mply that the homomor-

phlsms
a-.= ao-'— G+ dy— o+ (1), C"— CH
satisfy the condition |
~dg=0.

The kernel of & : C*— C"*! is the abelian group Z"(X; A) of n-cocycles on X
with coefficients in A. The image of ¢ : C"~*-> C" is the abelian group B"(X: A)

_ of n-coboundaries on X with coefficients in A. So B"(X; A)C Z"(X; A) and
H'(X; A)= Z"(X; A)/B"(X; A) is the n-cohomology. group of X with coefficients
. in A,

In summary, for abelian cohomology, the geometric input is- the collection of

facial relationships in simplexes, while the algebra:c mpur is the alternatmg sum

operat;on in an abelian group:
It is a well-known fact that it is not necessary for the group-A to be abelian in
order to obtain objects H(X; A), H'(X; A) as above. This observation has
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useful consequences (see [11] for example). For example, there are applications
with A = GL{(n, k), the group of invertible n X n-matrices with entries from k.

This can be generalized even further. The 1-cocycle condition in its alternating
sum form a, — a, + 4, = 0 rewrites as a; = 4, + a,. This ¢liminates the need for
inverses and so A needs only to be a monoid. Monoids arise as sets of
endomorphisms under composition. The restriction to endomorphisms is unneces-
sary: the natural context for 1-cohomology is to take A to be a category so that
the 1-cocycle condition becomes commutativity of a triangle:

oy
Ug * Uz
- Uz
The 1-cohomology classes are isomorphism classes of such commutative triangles,
“although the correct object of study seems to be the category of commutative
triangles itself. _ ' '

Using this generalization, one can give 2 cohomological explanation for the
transfer of properties of global algebraic structures (such as vector spaces) to local
ones (such as vector bundles); see [13]. An example of such a category A is
Mat(k) whose objects are natural numbers and whose arrows n—m are m X
n-matrices with entries from k. Cohomology with coefficients in Mat(k) contains
all the information of that with coefficients in GL(k), and more.

There have been attempts to generalize 2-cohomology to allow A to be a
general group. Guiding examples and applications seem hard to find. How then
does the generalization to category for H' help for H*? Is it not true that a group
is a special category and so, if we could do H % for categories, could we not do H?
for groups? ‘

The answer is not to use categories as coefficients for H>. The importance of
the generalization for H' is that now we view the operation of A as composition
which is defined only between elements whose sources and targets-match-up.

When one looks at those examples of abelian 2-cohomology where we have a
concrete interpretation, one sees the presence of two operations. For example, as
well as its composition, the category Mat(k) has a functorial multiplication

Mat(k) x Mat(k)— Mat{k)

which takes {m, n) to m + n. _ o _

.- This suggests that 2-cohomology conceras two operations suitably related,
Reinforcement for this view is the fact that a group A with a functorial unital
associative operation A X A— A is necessarily abelian and the operation is
necessarily the group operation.
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Just as the first operation does not need to be everywhere defined, neither does
the second. This leads us to the view that 2-cohomology must be generalized to
allow 2-categories as coefficient objects. (Eventually, we will allow bicategories as
coefficient objects; however, the definition of ‘bicategory’ involves the 3-cocycle
condition which comes from the strict version presented here.)

Although the present paper is self-contained, a less formal introduction to
2-categories is given in [6]. A 2-category A consists of 2-cells

which can be composed horizontally and vertically.

u

Identities for vertical composition have the form

and can be identified with 1-cells {or arrows) x:u—> v. Identities for honzontal
composition have the form : :

and can be identified with 0-cells {or objects) u. Hc;ﬁzontal composition can be
-broken up into the two more basic forms :

Y=t y

- Iterated comiposition in a category leads to nothing more complicated than the
fact that a string = — — -+ — has a unique composite. .
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Iterating the operations in a 2-category is called pasting. For example, a
diagram such as

pastes (in many different ways) to a unique 2-cell
ZYX

TN

u v
khgf-
What then is the 2-<;ocyclé c_ondition in a 2-category? The alternating sum qum
ay—a; +a,—a,=0 | |
rewrites as
a,ta, =ay+a,

where the 4; should be seen as 2-cells. This suggests that the correct condition
should be the equality of the two 2-cells obtained from pasting each side of the
equation g

" Yo ' _ - o3 "
—_— —_—
L] al 3 - ) L] .3.
¢ . 132
Uy Uy = Ug Uz,
J,a_s lan
E 1T - T 2 . | 1 rrr—a .
' - Uy Uy

The 0-dimensional form of this condition is the 2-cocycle equation
A{up ¥ ag)riay = (a(:, * U ) *1 @,

where we use *, for horizontal composition and #, for vertical composition. The
most appealing geometric form for ‘the condition is in 3-dimensions where it
becomes a commutative tetrahedron, see Fig. 1, where the arrow directions
provide orientations for the 1- and 2-dimensional faces of the tetrahedron.
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Fig. 1.

It is necessary to be systematic about the choice of orientation in each
dimension {other choices can be accounted for by 2-category duality). Notice that,
for the triangular faces of the tetrahedron, we have chosen the 2-cells to go from
the single arrow to the composable pair. Thus before proceeding to the tetrahed-
ron, we have considered an oriented triangle, not just a commutative one as for
the l-cocycle condition. Similarly, before proceeding to the 4-simplex, we must
decide on an orientation of the tetrahedron itself, not just its faces. If we write
Uiss Ugazs Ugrss Hgpp in the tetrahedron in place of g, 4,, a,, a; (using what is
present rather than what is missing), we can view the commutative tetrahedron as
a 2-functor from the 2-category gemerated by the two diagrams in Fig. 2 into 4
which identifies the two 2-cells obtained by pasting. The general principle for the
direction of an m-cell labelled (x,, x,, . . ., x,,) is that the (m — 1)-cells involved

in the source of (xy, x;,. .., x,,) are the (xy, X1, ..., X;_y, X;pps- -, X,,) With i
odd and those involved in the target have the same form with i even.
- (03) (03) .
{0) > (3) (0} -
1{023) _ (015_) '
(01) (23) - (01) (23)
1) >~ (2 o= (2
( (12} @ Fig. 2. W (12) @

Following. Roberts [8], we claim that n-cohomology should be developed using
n-categories A as coefficient objects. For this, the geometric input is an oriented
{(n + 1)-simplex while the algebraic input is the operation of pasting in an
n-category.

This leads us to require a precise description of the “free n-category €, on the
oriented n-simplex 4[n]”. These objects seem to be fundamental structures of
nature so I decided they should have a short descriptive name of the ilk of
‘cardinal’ and ‘ordinal’: I settled on ‘oriental’. The (n — 1)-cocycle condition is
expressed by an n-functor from the nth oriental @, to an (n — 1)-category A
(regarded as an n-category with last composition discrete). The following dia-
grams provide the data which generate @, for n=0,1,..., 6 using pasting. The
3-, 4-, S-cocycle equations can be obtained from these diagrams. .
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where the E,, i=1,2,..., 14, are given as follows:

(013%)
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P55

N7 N

CAND R
W &b

0, Fu 012456 > Fh -
(023u56) | | N \mzaus)
e | Fu
(0123456 .
(012345 ) ' | _ .. | /23u56)
o | | Py

{012356)

where the F, are given as follows:
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and where the B,{(i=1,2,...,42) are as follows (where the 2-cells (i jk) are
omitted from the triangles with vertices i, j, k since their directions are deter-
mined as in the diagram): '

(1K)

i
i3k
W\ Ak

3
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L. Higher dimensional categories
A category (A, s, t, ¥} consists of a set A, functions s, t: A— A satisfying the
equations
S=65=5, H=st=t,

and a function *: {(a, b)€ 4 X A|s(a) = K(b)} — A, whose value a*b at (a, b)
satisfies the equations : ' : . -

s(axb)y=s(b), Ha=b)y=1a),
such that the following axioms hold:

s(e)=Hv)=v implies a*v=a; : (right identity)
u=s(u)y=t(a) implies u*a=a; : ' (left identity)

s(a) = (b), s(b)=1Hc) imply a* (b.* C)I = (axb)*c. (associativity)

The functions s, ¢, * are respectively called source, target, composition; when
they are understood the catégory (A, s, ¢, *) is denoted by A. Elements of A are
. called arrows and the notation a: x— v is used to mean that s(a) = w and #a) = v.
An arrow u is in the image of s if and only if it is in the image of ¢; such arrows &
are called identities (or.objects) and satisfy s(u) = (1) = u. A pair (g, b) of arrows
is-called composable when s(a) = «(b). o '

Example 1.1. (a) A monoid is a category for which the source and target functions
are-constant. S S
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(b) An ordered set U determines a category (A, s, t,%) where A = {(u,v) €
UxUlu=v}, s(u,v)={u,u), t{u,v)=(@,v), (v, w)*(u,v)=(u,w). Notice
that the set of identities in A is isomorphic to U. A category is called an ordered
set when a:u—v, b u— v imply a=b. '

(c) There are two cases of Example 1.1(b) which need to be distinguished. Let
U be a set X with the discrete order: u = v when u = u; the resulting category is
denoted by X,. Let U be a set X with the chaotic order: u = v for all ¥, v € X; the

resulting category is denoted by X,

(d) A graph G consists of a pair of functions s, ¢: P,G— P,G. Elements of P,G
are called O-paths (or vertices) while elements of P,G are called 1-paths (or edges).
For n>1, an n-path is an element (a,, . .., a,) of (P,G)" such that s(a,) = ¥a,,,)
fori=1,...,n~1. This gives a graph s, ¢: P, G— P,G where P,G is the set of
n-paths and s(a,, ..., a,) = s{a,), W4, ..., a,) = H(a,). The free category FG on
the graph G is (Z:_o P,G, s, t, %) where s, ¢ are the identity on P, and are given
as above on n-paths, and .

(a,...,a,)%(b,,..., bm_) ={ay, ..., a,b,...,b,).
A graph G is called a tree when FG is an ordered set.

A 2-category (A, 5y, ty, %, 51, {, *;) consists of two categories (A4, sy, £y, *,),

(A, 5, t;, *,) satisfying the following conditions:
(1) 5,50 = 50 =545, = Sply, tg = LeS; = 44t ;

(i) so(a)=to(a’) implies s(a%,a’)=sd@)»s,(a’) - and t{ax,a’)=
t@) *o ty(a’);
(i) 5:@=1,(0), () = 146"), 5o(a) = to(a’)" imply (a%,b) %y (a"#, b) =
(@%@')*, (b, b').
The identities for *, are called 0-ceﬂs and the identities for *, are called 1-cells.
The notation :

is used to mean x € A4, s5,(x)=a, t,(x) = b, so(i) = u and #;(x) = v.

Example L2.(a) A 2-category for which s, #, are constant automatically has

=81, b= 4, ¥g=%,. A category (A, s, t, %) is called commutative when s(a) =
t(b) implies t(a)—s(b) and " @xb=bxg; this holds precisely when
(A, s, t,%,5,¢,%) is a 2-category. Hence a 2-category for which s,, t, are constant
amounts 1o a commutative monoid. (This is the essence of the argument of
Eckmann-Hilton [2] which proves that the higher homotopy groups are com-
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mutative.) Clearly a category which is an ordered set is commutative 1f and only if
it is discrete,

(b) Each category X yields a 2-category X, on the same set with 5, %, %,
agreeing with the original structure on X and s,, t,, *; the discrete structure.

{c) Each category X yields a 2-category X, on the set {(x, y) € X X X|s(x) =
s(y), #(x) = t(y)}, and, identifying X with the diagonal in X, with 5,(x, y) = s(x),
tl](x> y)=t(x)’ (x’ }’) *0 (x” y,)=(x*x’s y*y’)’ Sl(x’ y)=xa fo(x, }’)=J’»
(¥, 2} %, (x, ¥) = (x, 2). If X is a monoid, then the underlying set of X is X X X
and s,, ‘1 , %, give the chaotic structure on X.

The first infinite ordmal is denoted by w; that is, ®=4{0,1,2,...} as an
ordered set.

An w-category (A, (s, ¢ ,,, *.),eo) consists of categories (4, s, !,, *,) for each
nE€w such that (A,s,,?,,%,,58,,%,,%,) is a 2-category for all m<n. The
identities for =, are called n-cells. A cell is an element of 4 which is an n-cell for
some n. The notation @:u—, v is used to mean that s,(a)=u and ¢,(a) = v.

For r € w, an r-category is an w-category for which all elements are r-cells: this
means that the structures s, ¢,, *, are discrete for n=r. For r =2 there is no
conflict with the previous deﬁmtlon of a 2-category A l-category is a category,
and a O-category is a set.

An  o-functor (A, (5, by ¥ dneo) =2 (A%, (555 1), *1) eo) is @ function
fiA— A’ such that fs, =s.f, fr,=1t.f, and s,(a)=1¢,(b) implies fla*, b)=
fl@)*, f(b), for all n€ w. In an obvious way, w-functors between (small)

w-categories are the arrows for a category denoted by w-Cat. Let r-Cat denote
the sub-category of w-Cat obtained by restricting to w-functors between r-

categories.

Example 1.3.(a) For any commutative monoid M and 7 € w, there is an n-
category K(M, n) for which s,, ¢,, *, for all r < are the source, target, composi-
tion functions of M as a category. For n =@ notice that M only needs to be a set
and for n =1, M does not need to be commutative,

(b) Each r-category X yields an (r + 1)-category X, on the set {(x, y)E
X x Xls, ,(x)= Sp-1(9), £y (1) = t,()} with 5,(x, y) = 5,(x), ,(x, ¥) = 1.(x),
(e, P)*, (x, y) =(xx, x', y#, ¥} for n<r, and s5,(x,y)=x, & y)=y,
(y, 2%, (x, ) = (x, 2).

{¢) The categories w-Cat, r-Cat are locally finitely presentable in the sense of
Gabriel-Ulmer [4]. In particular, (small) limits and colimits exist. Thus new
w-categories can be constructed from diagrams of old ones. Furthermore the
underlying set functor preserves limits and filtered colimits; so, for example,
products are easily constructed on the products of the underlying sets.

{d) The constructions of the above (a)—{c} can be combined. Let M denote a
sequence My, M,, M,, ... where M, is a set, M, is a monoid and M, is a
‘commutative monoid for n > 1. There is an @-category
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- w ) =T1 kM, n),

n<o

which, for a particular choice of the sequence M, will be used later; a more
explicit description will be given at that time.
{¢) The free w-category 2, on a singleton set is the unique w-category on the set

Cxo)U{w}={(p,m)]p=0,1m=0,1,2,.. U {w}

for which s,(w)= (0, n} and ¢,(w) = (1, n), see Fig. 3. The remaining equations
which fully describe 2 are

Sn(p:m)=tn(P;m)=(P,m) formin;
s,(p,m)y=(0,n), t.(p, m)_= 1,n for m>n;
s,(p,m)=1¢,(p",m') implies o
| | p o (Pm) form<a,
(p’.m)*u(p’m )_{(-pt,.m!) form' =n :
and '
o * (0, n): W =(1"n) ¥ W,

‘For any w-category A, each a € A determines a unique éi_-f.unctﬁr a:2,—A
taking @ to ¢; indeed, @(0,m)=s,,(a), @&(1, m)=1¢,(a). So there is a natural -
bijection ' :

A= w-Cat(2,, A).

In other words, the underlying sét functor w-Cat— Set. is représented by2,..

(0,1)

T (0,0) (0,2) e 11,2) (i.di_

o
Fig. 3.



The algebra of oriented simplexes ' 307
For w-categories A, B, there is an w-functor w-category [ A, B] described as

follows. An element of [A, B] is an w-functor f:2_ X A— B, The nth source and
target functions are given by

s{ ) p,m,a)=¢t(f)p,ma)=f(p,m,a) form=n ,

s.(f)p> m, a) = s5,(f)w, a}=f(0, n, a} ,

L (Y p,m, a)=1,(fYw,a)=f(1,n,a) form>n.

and

The nth composition is, for s,(f)=1t,(g), given by

f(p,m,a) form=n,
(f*,.8)p,m,a)= '[f(p, m, ay%, g(p, m, 5,(a) form>n,

(f*, 8)(w, a) = f(o, a) =, g(w, 5,{a)) .

The asymmetry in the definition of composition is only apparent: the commutative
diagram

g(0,n,s (a» "D, g1, 1, 5,(@)) = FO, 1, 5, (@)~ ), AL, 1, 5,4a)

( f(])

g(o.u.a}J glw.a) x(t,n.ayl =f(0,n,a) ' J@) | f(1,ma)
800, n, t, (@) ——— g(1, n, 1,(@)) = 0, n, £,(8) Toray f(1, 1. 1, (@)

yields the equality

flw, @)%, 8, 5,(@) = Ko, t,(0)) %, g(@, @)

from which also follows (by taking s,,, t,,) the same equality with o replaced by
(p,m) for m>n.

‘Theorem 1.4. The category w-Cat is Cartesian closed. Indeed, the natural bijection
w-Cat(A X B, C) = w-Cat(4, (B, C]) | |

takes f: AX B— C to f:A-—)[B, C) where
fl@=(, % B&A X B-—Q C).

Furthermore, if C is an r-category, then so is [B, C]. O
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As a consequence of Theorem 1.4 it is possible to consider categories o with
homs enriched in w-Cat (in the sense of Eilenberg—Kelly [3]). Such an f consists
of

_ —a set of objects;
~for objects u, v, an w-category s#(u, v};
—for objects u, v, w, a composition w-functor *: (v, w) X (u, v)— H(u, w);
and
— identity O-cells 1, € #{u, u);
such that * is associative and the 1,’s are two-sided identities for *.
Each such &f gives rise to an w-category A defined as follows:
A= {(u, a,v)|u, v are objects of o, a € f(u, v)},
sow,a,v)=u,  t(u,a,0}=v, |
(v, b, w)*(u,a,0)=(u, b*a,v), _
Sn(“” a, U) = sn—l(a) E] tn(u! 4, U) = tn-l(a) ’
(v,b,w)* (u,a,v)=(u,bx,_ a,v).
Let {w-Cat)-Cat denote the category whose arrows are enriched funétors
" between small (w-Cat)-enriched categories. Each enriched functor F:sf— 3

clearly induces an w-functor between the w-categories obtained as above from &,
&. This defines a functor

(w-Cat)-Cat— w-Cat .

-Tl-l_eorem L.5. The functor defined above is an equivalence
(w-Cat)-Cat = w-Cat

which, for each cardinal r, restricts to an equiva.leﬁce
(r-Cat)-Cat=(r +1)-Cat. O

For O-celis 1, v.in an w-category A, Theorem 1.5 suggests the notation A(x, v)
for the w-category whose underlying set is

{a € Alsy(a) = u, t,(a) = v}

and whose compositions are the restrictions to this set of the compositions *,,
*,, ... 0f A (notice that #, is omitted). _

In a set it is possible to discuss equal elements; in a category one has isomorphic
objects; in a 2-category O-cells can be equivalent. This leads to the recursive
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definition of what it means for O-cells @, b in an w-category A to be r-equivalent.
For r =0, this means a = b. For r > (), this means there exist elements x, y of A
satisfying the conditions

_ se(X)=to(¥)=a, so(P)=t(x)=b,

Y*,x, a are (r — 1)-equivalent in A(g, a),
and
x*®,y, b are (r — 1)-equivalent in A(b, b).

From this the notion of r-equivalence is obtained. For this purpose it is
illustrative to consider the diagram below, called the exponential wedge,

0
101
2120212,
323132303231323
4342434143424340434243414342434

is which each row is obtained from the preceding row by wedging the next unused
integer between the consecutive entries and putting it on each end. The ith entry
in the rth row is (i) =r — ¢, — 1 where i = 2% where k is odd.

Suppose u, v are O-cells in A. An r-equivalence (x, y)‘from u fo v is a pair of
families of elements x;, y; of A, indexed by i=1,2,3,...,2" ~1, satisfying. the
following equations; '

S, () =ty (Vi) San(¥i) = r(;)(x ),
=y F X, X ¥ Yi= Y1 ¥y xi-i-l >
Xy Fer V-1 TV

~ For example a 3-equivalence from u to v involves arrows

x4 . _ . : o .
u?v in(A,*), : - ' ' |
4 : |

he] g .

“f;h*oxu x4*oJ’4?U in(A,*),
%

Xl . 1'3 o

uf Ya®F Xy X% Y, f Y ¥o Xy,

X5 X7 . .
Xy % )’ef Yo* 1 Xg, Xg¥*, J’s:(—:v in(A,#*,),
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satisfying the eight equations
B=Yy % Xy, Xy %y Y1 = Y2 ¥y Xas
Xa¥ Ya T ¥ ¥ Xy X3¥ Y3 T VaFe X
X ¥ Vs = Ys¥3 X5,  Xs¥;3 Y5 T Ve ¥y X
Xe*¥1Ye= Y% 2% X;%, ¥, =U.

Suppose (x, y) is an r-equivalence from u to v and (h, k) is an r-equivalence
from v to w. An r-equivalence (h, k) *(x, y) from u to w will be defined by
recursion on r. For r =0, the families x, y, h, k are empty and u=v=w, so
(k, k)*(x, y) is the unique 0-equivalence from u to w. For r >0, put p =2" ' and
define (4, b) = (h, k) *{x, y) as follows:

a,=h,*%x,, b,=y,%, kp N
(@5 Bidocicp = (Vp Fo i %o X5 Yo %o Ky * 4, )o::mp * (X5 Ydocicp »
(a” b; )p<l€2" (hﬂ ka)pﬂiﬁl’*(h *Ox * k hp oYi%e p)pﬁi(?.r .

For any w-category A, there is an w-category r-eq A of r-equivalences in A
defined as follows. The elements are quadruples (&, x, y, v) where u, v are O-cells
in A and (x,y) is an r-equivalence from u to v. Put s{u, x, y,v)=u,
e‘l](“" X ¥ U) =v, and .(U$ h: k’ W) *9 (u’ X2 Ys U) = (uv (h9 k) *(x’ J”)’ W). For
n>0, put s (u x, y,0)={(u, s,(x), s (y) v), £, (u, x, y,v)=(u, t,(x), £,(y),v)

“and (u ¥ y U)* (u x,}',v) (u x’* %3 y * )’,U) where s (x),--s (x)$
(x'* x)l—x * X, and so on.

- The functlon r-eq A— A which takes (u, x, y, v) to x,_, is an o- functor An
r-groupoid is an r-category A for which this function is surjective. - :

- 2. Orientals; the definition

As usual in algebraic topology, the ordinal » + 1 (which means {0,1,...,n} as
an ordered set) is denoted by [n]. Since ordered sets are examples of categories,
there is a full subcategory 4 of Cat whose arrows are order-preserving functions
between the ordered sets [#]) where n € w. For each n there are n + 1 monics

gzd = -=8,:{n—1]—[n]
such that the image of d, does not contain i, and there are n epics
00‘_:015“*50'"_1:[?1]—)[”— 1]

such that 4,4 0,4 d,,,.
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A simplicial set is a functor X: A°? — Set. Each arrow « :[m]— [n] in A gives a
function X, — X, whose value at x € X, is denoted by xa. Elements of X, are
called elements of X of dimension n. The ith face of x € X, is x3, which is called an
even or odd face of x according as i is even or odd. (It is sometimes convenient to
write {—1] for the empty set and to take X_, to be a singleton set, so that the
unique function X;— X, can be regarded as the value of X at the unique
function d,:[—1]-» [0].) Call x € X, degenerate when x = yo, for some y€ X, _,
 Each category A determines a simplicial set Cat(-, A): A°* — Set called the
nerve of A and denoted by AA. An element of AA of dimension # is a functor
a:[n]— A; for a:[m]—[n], the element a« is the composite of a, a as functors.
Such an a is non-degenerate if and only if it reflects identities; in the case where A
is an ordered set this means g is monic.

The standard r-simplex is the nerve A[r] of the ordered set [r]. The standard
w-simplex is the nerve Aw of the ordered set o.

A simplicial map f: X -> Y between simplicial sets X, Y is a natural transforma-
tion between the functors- X, ¥: A°P— Set. Simplicial maps are the arrows for a
category [A°F, Set].

The cardinality of -a set z is denoted by #z. For x, yCz, put x—y =
{i€x|iZy}, and write u=x+y when u=xUy and 0 =xNy. The set of all
finite subsets of z is denoted by Pz and the set of subsets of z of cardmallty nis
denoted by (Z). There are obvious isomorphisms of sets.

~ z XEYi o x y
g’fz_,,%,(n)’ ( n )_,‘gﬂ(k)x(k)'

The set @ of finite ordinals is well ordered; each subset u = {u,, #;,...,u,} of
@ can be organized so that uy <u, <---<u, yielding an order-preserving monic
u:[n]— ® whose value at { is the element u, of 1 with { predecessors; and write
= (uy, Uy,...,u,). In this way the set (,%,) is identified with the non-
degenerate elements of Aw of dimension n. For u, v €(,%,), write & =<v when
u,=v, for all i €{n].

For rCwand x€w, put x/r={kEx|k=r}. ln the case where 7 € x, the set
x={r} is identified with the monic xJ, where #x/r=i+1; that is xd,=
GEps E1o -3 K11 Fonts - - » ety Tps) WHETE X = (¥g, Xy, . ., X,,) a0d 7= x

A subset S of (,.%,) is called well formed when distinct elements of § have no
common faces of the same parity; that is,

(WF) X, yES,x,=yd,i+jeven > x=y.

For m =0 this is taken to mean that § is a singleton.
The set of faces from S C(,%,) of parity p (=0 or 1) is defined by

¢*S={xd,[x €S, i+ peven}.
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If S is well formed, each element of ¢'S is an odd face of a unique element of §;
however, odd faces can be even faces. Define :

p'S=¢"'S— ¢’ and p°S=¢° - &'S.

So p'S is the set of odd faces from § which do not occur as even faces.
The objective is to define the nerve of an w-category; this should be a functor

w-Cat—[A, Set]

with a left adjoint. By a general categorical argument due to Kan [5], this
amounts to defining a functor

&:A— w-Cat

which will be the composite of the left adjoint with the Yoneda-embedding
A— [A, Set]. The nth oriental will be the n-category 0, obtained as the value of
0 at {n] € A. The technique will be to define a large w-category &, for which
compositions are easily described, to cut down to g sub-w- category 0, of ¥, and
to obtain O, as a sub-n-category of 7.

The w-category N, is A(M) (as in Example 1.3(d)) where M, is the commuta-
tive monoid P ,%;) whose composition is bmary union. More explicitly, the
elements of A are families

a= (an’ n)nEw

where af is a finite subset of (,,+1) Souroes and targets are glven by the _
equations :

1 — 0 :
sn(a)j‘:’: a, form=n, form=n,

al form<n, ' faf form<n,
! (a)q —_
0 form>n; 0 form>n.

For s,.(a) = ¢,(b), the compdsite a+_ b is given by the rule

al =bL form<n,

bl forg=landm=n,
q H
(ax,b), = al forg=0andm=n,

a,Ubl form>n.

Nonce that an n- oell a is determmed by S, 1(a) t,-1(a) and a single ﬁmte subset
al=adof (,2,), see Fig. 4.
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. bt
n

boo1® 201 = bh-17 %01

[
= an-1

Fig. 4.

Define €, to be the subset of .;Vu which consists of the cells a of &, satisfying the
foliowing conditions for all p, g €[1), m € @:

al is well formed; 1)
ah=pah,ta,Nal. . @

It is clear that the source and target functions'of W, restrict to 0,. What is not
at all obvious is that &, is closed under the compositions of &, and is hence an
w-category. The proof of this will be an excursion into combinatorics which will
reveal . the inner structure of ¢, . Before embarking, some remarks on the
2-category structure of @, are in order. _ _

To say a € ¥, is a O-cell is to say ag =qgc(‘f) and aJ, =0 for m >0; to say a is
also in @, is to say a, is a singleton. So the O-cells in &, can be identified with
elemeats of ; they are in fact singleton sets of singleton sets of ordinals.
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(on)
(0) |s )

(01)(12)...(n—1,n)
Fig. 5.
To say a € X, is a 1-cell is to say @} = a; (%) and a’, =0 for m > 1; to say a is

also in @, is to say ay = {(h)}, ag={(K)}, a1 ={(h, b)), (hy, 1), .. ., (R, KD}
where h<<h, <h, --<h, <k in w. So the 1-cells in O, can be identified with

arrows in the free category on the graph
W
s, r:(z)—> o where s(u) = u,, {u) = u, .

The 2-cells @ of A, which are in @, and have af = {(0)}, af = {(m)}, a; =
{(0, m)}; ai={(0,1), (1,2),..., (n—1,n)} can be identified with meaningful

ways of inserting pairs of brackets in a word of n letters, see Fig. 5.

The set § = a} = a3 which remains to be given must be well formed and satisfy
p'S={0n)}, p°S={01),(12),....(n-1,n)}.

Such a set S can be depicted by a diagram of the form

1‘/0 -
N

Vo —

in which each element (i j k) of § appears as a triangle

j —— K

N/

J
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The arrows joining the outside consecutive ordinals are then labelled by the
letters in the word. For example, take n=6 and §={(016), (124), (146),

(456)}. The diagram for § gives the associated way of bracketing the word
ABCDETF, see Fig. 6.

The number of meaningful bracketings of an n-letter word is (1/n1)2"'(2n —
3)(2n —5)---3-1 and, according to A. Joyal, has the name of Catalan associated
with it. Starting with n = 2, one obtains the sequence

1,2,5,14,42,132,429,1430, . . ..

The elements of €, are those a € €, for which a?, C (¥, ) for all p€[1] and

m+1

m & w (although it suffices to have this for m =0 as will become clear).

3. Orientals;: their structure

Each finite subset z of o determines an element {z) of N, given by

nefoel,,)

for p=0,1 and m € ©. In particular, for z = (z,, 2,, . .. , Z,), this means

r€z—x = #ux/r has parity p}

(z)_,f,’=0 form>n, {z)?={z} forp=0andp=1,

(D)2 ={zd|itpiseveny, {z)o={{z}}, {zh={{z)).
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Proposition 3.1, Each {z) is in ©,. In fact, {z)’ is well formed and p*(z)5 =
(z)1_form=n.

Proof. Suppose x, y € (z)} are distinct, xd,=yd, and i<j. Then x,€z—y,
y,€z—x, #ylx, =i, #xly;=j+1 Soi,j+ 1 have parity p. So i + j is odd. This
proves that {z}? is well formed.

Notice that w + {i} € ()7 if and only if for k € z — w, the parity of #w/k is p
for k<i and not p for k> 1. _

Suppose p is not g. Take w € p?(z)?,. If {k € z — w|k < {} is non-empty, then
its largest element j has w+ {j} < (z)F and #w/j of parity p contrary to
w&dP(z)?. So {k€z—w|k<i} is empty and wE {z)]_,. Conversely, if
we {z)?_,, then the first element i of z — w is unique such that w + {i} e{z)r;
moreover, the parity of #w/i is p; so wE€ p3(z)~.

Suppose p is . Take w€ p?{z)},. If {k €z ~ w]k >} is non- empty, then its
smallest element j has w+ {j} €{z)} and #w/j of parity not p contrary to
wEp¥(z)L. So {k€z—w|k>i} is empty and we& {(z)7_,. Conversely, if
w& (z)} 4, then the last element i of z — w is unique such that w + {{} € (z)2;
moreover, #w/i has parity ¢q; so w& p?{2)2. [

Consequently the set @, is not trivial. The elements {z) are in fact the building
blocks for @, : it will turn out that €, is the smallest sub-w-category of N, which
contains all the elements {z). At this stage it is not even clear that, for z€ (%),
the (n — 1)-cell 5,_,{z) is a composite of cells {u} with #u=n.

Suppose S is a subset of (% ;). Let <1 denote the smaliest reflexive transitive

‘relation on § which has x <y if xd; = yé; with { even and j odd. For m =0, this is
understood to be the equality relation. Form=1,if x<d yin §, thenx =<y in (%)
(that is, x, <y, and x, =y,). For m > 1 the relation < is more involved.

Lemma 3.2, (@) The relation <1 on any S C(,;% ) is antisymmetric.
(b) xdym(z) fandonlyif z—xsz—y.
(© x<dyin{z) ifandonly if z~y=2z—x.

Proof. (a) If x < y < z in §, then the last element ¥, of y is between (or equal to)
the last elements x,,, z,, of x, z. If x,, = y,,, then x <t y in § implies xd,, < yd,, in
{ud,, | € S}. By induction on m, x < y <A x implies x=y.
(b) Suppose x, y&{z}} with u=2x9, = = yd, where i is even and j is odd. If
-k € z — u, then #u/k is odd when either k <x,or k> y,, and, #u/k is even when
either k>x, ork >y, Thusy, <x;and z —u has no elements between y; and x,.
Hence z —x=(z ~ u)+ {yJ}S(z—u)+{x,-}=z—'y. :

Conversely, assume z—x=z-~y. To prove x<iy induction on r=
Zkez_), (#(z — x)/k — #(z — y)/k) will be used, If r=0, then z—x=2z-y so -
x=y. If r>0, the first element of z — y such that any larger k has #(z — y)/k =
#(z — x)}/k must be an element x; of x. Put » = x4, and let % € z — x be such that
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#(z—x)/h=#(z—y)/x,. Then w=u+ {h}€(z),,, x 4w and, by induction,
w<y. Sox<y.
(c) This is similar to (b). [}

The next combinatorial tool which must be introduced is the function

F4
a2 )

given by al(x) = {x,[m — i odd}. Notice that for u €(,,%,) and m = j even, one
has

al(ud,) = al(ud,,,) .

A subset S of (%) is said to satisfy the alternating position condition when the
restriction of al to § is monic; that is

{AP) x, yES,al(x)=al(y) = x=y.

Lemma 3.3. Each {z}? satisfies (AP).

Proof. Take distinct ¥, y&€(z);, and assume al(x) =al(y). Then there exists j
with x; # y;; say x; <y;. Then #y/x;=j, #x/y,=j+ 1. Buty,€Ez—y, y,€z—x
imply #y/x; and #x/y; have the same parity p, a contradiction. [J

The interplay between well formedness and the alteméting position condition is
made clear by the next two lemmas which concern the process of replacing faces
of one parity by faces of the other.

Lemma 3.4. Suppose SC(,2,), satisfies (AP) and u€(,,%,) has {u)o CS.
Then

(@ SN {u)l is empty,

() T=(S—{u))+ {u)n satisfies (AP);

(©) p?T=p"S for p=0,1; and : :

(d) if S is well formed and p”S C (2)Z'_, for m — p odd, then T is well formed.

" Proof. (a) For m even, al: (u) — Pz and al: {u)}} — Pz have the same image..
For m odd, the image of the former contains precisely one more element (namely,
al(ud,)) than the image of the atter. So.y € {u}}, implies there exists x € {u),,
with al( y) = al(x); but then x € §, so y &S by (AP). So (a) follows.

(b) For m even, T has the same cardinality as § and al: T— Pz, al:S— Pz
have the same image. For m odd, T has cardinality one less than § and the image
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of al: T'-> Pz has one fewer element than the image of al: §— Pz. So T and the
image of al: T— Pz have the same cardinality. So 7 satisfies (AP).

() Assume w € p?T — p*S. Either w is a p-parity face of S — {u ), or of {u)?,.
In the former case w must also be a face of § of parity g # p (or else w € p®S);
since w is not a g-parity face of 7, it must be a g-parity face of (u)>. If wis a
p-parity face of {u),,, then the well-formedness of S is contradicted since w is a
p-parity face of S — {u)>. Sow € p¥{u)° = p?{u)}, C $9T contrary to w € p*T.
Thus w must be a p-parity face of (1)}, . If w is a g-parity face of {u),,, then w is
a g-parity face of T, contrary to w € p”7. So w is not a ¢-parity face of {u)),. So
weEpf(u), =p"{u)s,. So wis a p-parity face of S. If w is a g-parity face of §
then, since w &€ p*T, it would have to be a g-parity face of (u)’ contrary to
we p?{ud®. So we p”S, a contradiction. This proves p”T C p”S. Since S=
(T~ {udl)+ {u)°, one obtains the reverse inclusion by interchanging {u)° and
{u)} in the above argument.

(d) This part does not have such a direct proof. Suppose a €S, m - k is even,
and p is not the parity of m. It will be required to know that, if v € ¢ 7S satisfies
the condition (#) below, then v = ag,.

(x For all ec[m}] with m — ¢ even, if e<k, thenv,_,=a,_; <
) v,<a, while if e>k, thenv,_,=a, ,<v,_,<a,.

What must be shown is that the set
X = {x € §| x4, satisfies (*) and xd; # ad, for some odd m — i}

‘is empty: Since S is finite, X non-empty implies there is an x € X which can be
taken to be minimal or maximal with respect to the order <1 on §; take the
* former for m even and the latter for m odd. So there is m — i odd with v = x4,
satisfying (*) and v & ad,. Since a, € z — v and #v/a, = k is not of parity p, one
has v Z(z)!_;. So v&Zp”S. S0 v=yd, for some y €S with m — f even. For m
even, y < x; while for m odd, x < y. To obtain a contradiction to the choice of x it
remains to show y € X. If j = k, then v = yd, s0 (¥} gives al( y) = al{a); so (AP)
gives y = a; s0 v = ad,, a contradiction. For j < k, put w = yd,,,. Then v, = w, for
e # j while w; =y, <y,,; = v;, from which it follows that w satisfies (*); 50 y € X.
Forj>k,put w=y3,_,. Thenv,=w_ fore#j—1while v, , =y, <y, =w;
from which it follows that w satisfies (); so y € X.

The proof of (d) can now be given. To see that T is well formed, take x, y € T
_ with x3,=yd;, i+j even. Since § and (u)) are well formed, it remains to
consider the case where x € S — (u)°, and y = ug, with  odd and to obtain a
contradiction. In this case, '

: ud;d,_, forj<r,
X0, = yo; = ud, &= ud, 6, forr=j.

If j<r and j is even, then i +r—1is even so, since § is well formed, x =ug;
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contrary to x & {u)?. If r=j and j is odd, then i + r is even so, since § is well
formed, x = ud;,, contrary to x & {u)?’,. The remaining cases have xd, = ud,d,
where 2 <<s and h, s are odd. If m and i are even, then #(x4,/u,) = h which is
odd, 50 x3, & {z)},_,, 50 X3, & p°S, 50 x3,= x'4,., for some x' € S and i’ odd. If m
and i are odd, then #(xd,/u;) = s — 1 which is even, so x3, € (z)} |, so x3,& p'S,
so xd, = x'g;. for some x" € S and i" even. Consequently, it can be assumed that
m — i is odd. For m even, put 4 =u4,_, and k =5 — 1. For m odd, put a = ud,,,
and k = k. Then v = x4, € ¢”S satisfies condition (¥) above. So ud,é, =xd,=v =
ad, = ud,.d,. where ' <s' and s' — &' is odd; a contradiction.

Lemma 3.5. Suppose S° C{n31) satisfies (AP) and .'.;1, uh ... U E(,u%,) are
such that {u')°, C 8" where §'= (S = (&) + (&)L fori=1,...,r. Then
(el ..., WYC(,3%,) is well formed.

Proof. Induction will be used to prove §” N {u')> =0 for r>0. The case r=11s
Lemma 34(a) Suppose r>1 and weS N (u')’. Then we s =(5"" -
_ (u')°)+ (W)l so we(u)), smoc w,E’S' ! by the inductive assumption. So

we {(u")? ﬂ(u')' ~This implies ' <t%” in {,%,). Since al(w)Eal S’ Cal ',
we {u' )'J and §” satisfies (AP), there exists v € (1)), with al(v) = al(w). Since
al{u")? Dal(u Y. Sal(w), there exists w'€ {(u")", with al(w')=al(w). So
sl1=s, u'<dd’ Hae(u")“J with al{a) =al(w}} contains r and so has a least
element s =1 with &' <i4® and a € (), having al(a) = al(w). If a€ (u')}, for
some ¢ <5, then u” <1 u' and there is b€ (u ¥ with al(b) = al(a); so al{b) = al(w)
and u' <tu' contrary to the choice of s". So a&(u'),, for all t<s. But a €
(Y S S W)L+ -+ (@Y s0 a€ S =(8" — (u' )y +(u'),.

By (AP) for Sl, one obtains ¢ =v. So aE () n{u').. So v <au' So
(Lcmma 3.2(a) &' =u". So a€ (¢}’ N (u'}’, a contradiction. Hence §' N
{u')? is empty, as asserted.

Induction will be used to prove $'N {(u"), =0 for r>1. For r= 2, Lemma
3.4(a) applies. Suppose r>2 and weS'N{u").. Then weS' =(5°-
(u®)23y+ (u*)°. By induction, w&S% So we (1), N{a*)2 c{(u),N§ =0
by the first result; a contradiction.

The above results together with (u')° CS’, (u'}. CS§' ylcld ('Y N
{u'} =0 for p=0, 1. The lemma follows. [

Lemma 3.6. Suppose U C{ ;% )is well formed with p°U C S C(,,%,). Then the
elements of U can be listed u', w>,. .., u" such that (u‘}f',,CfS"'l, =1~
WYY+ (Y fori=1,...,r, 8 =(8"-pU) + p'U, and, &’ 4’ in U implies
j=i. B

Proof. This will be proved by induction on #U. If U is empty, then $°=
(8° = p°U) + p'U. Otherwise, choose u € U which is minimal with respect to the
order <i on U. Put V=1U — {u} and observe that, because U is well formed and
u is minimal, one has p°U = p°V + ()2, p'U=(p'V~- (u)2) + (u)},. Since
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VCU is well formed and pV=p'U— () C S’ the inductive assumption
yields a listing ', 4 ..., u'~' of the elements of V.such that {u')? c §'7
S‘—(.S" L w0+ (W) for i=1, ... , $T =80 - °V)+pv and
w'<u' in V implies j=i. But (u)° Cp VCS' ', so put u'=u and §" =

(S = {&)2)+ (u'),,. Since u” is minimal, i < r implies v’ A u". Also observe

that
§ = (8" = (u)n) + {u,,

=((($° = p°V) + p'V) = (u)0) + (u),,
=(S°— (p°V+ ()N + (p'V—(u)) + (u)n,
=($"~ p°U)+p'U. 0J

Lemma 3.7. IfSCTC(,,,+,)w;thTweiifomwdandp"S pPTforp=0and 1,
tkenS T.

Proof. Suppose T — S is non-empty and let x be an element which is maximal
with respect to <. If x4, € pT = p°S, then there exists yE S with xd, an even
face of y; since T is well formed, x =y which is contrary to x&S. Hence
X4, & p°T. So xd, = ud, for some u € T and i odd. So x < u, x # u. By maximality
of x, it follows that u€ S. Since T is well formecl and x& S, it follows that
ud, € p'S = p'T contrary to ud, = xé’o -8

For z € Po, subsets CXz or 9"(,,,11) are recursively defined as follows:
Coz={{z)n},
= VIRY .1 z ) 0 k=1 }
{s-n+ whlne( %) wncsect].
That this makes sense follows from Lemma 3.3 and Lemma 3.4(a), (b) Further-
more, define
C,z= Ctz,
and - ) '
== z i rg = P
D,z {SC(m A 1) ' S is well formed and p?S = {z}2_,

for p =0, 1}.

The relationship between €, and D,z is clearly as follows:

an m-cell a of ¥, mthak—(z) fork<mandp 0,1is.
in €, if and only if a-, = a), €D, z

' 'I‘he goal is to prove D, z = C z and so obtain a more constructive descnptlon of
elements of 0. : :
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Proposition 3.8, (a) Each element C,,z satisfies (AP).
b C,.zCD,z.
© Coz={({2)%, = p°U) + p'U|U C(,u%,) well formed, p°U C (z)°}.
@ {z).eC,z.
(€ If U,VC(ni,) are well formed with pUCS€C,z and p“vc(s—
p'U)+ p'U, then U,V are disjoint, U + V is well formed, and u € U, v €V imply
vAuin U+V.

Proof. (a} Lemma 3.3 and Lemma 3.4(b).

(b) Proposition 3.1 and Lemma 3.4(c) , (d).

(©) C,.z is a subset of the right-hand side by Lemma 3.5. The reverse inclusion
is obtained from Lemma 3.6.

~ (d) Recalling Proposition 3.1, take U= (z)?,, (or (z)1,) in (©).

(e) Lemmas 3.5 and 3.6. O

Lemma 3.9, If S€ D,z and p # q, then there exists a well formed U C(,,5,)
such that ptU C{z)}! and §=({z)}}, — p?U) + p?U.

Proof, It will be shown to begin with that the lemma follows from the truth of the
following statement for given z, m:

() if SE D,z and p #q, then either SC(z}P or {uyl CS
for some u€(,.5,).

Note that, by Lemma 3.7, the inclusion $C {2z}, in (¥ 1mphes the equality
S={(z)r.

Assume (*) is true. To prove the lemma take S € D, z. By iterated application
of (*) with p=0 one obtains u',..., & €(,%,) such that (---(§— (")) +

Y+ {un) = (2)° (recall Lemma 3. 4(c)) SoS=(--({z) =+ )+
(arl)I €C,z. So U={u',...,u"} is well formed by Lemma 3.5 and S satisfies
(AP) by Proposition 3. 8(a) Iteratlon of (*) with p=1 produces v',...,v €
(x%:) such that (S — (Ui + - )+ (V)L = (2)L. Hence S =
(- {2) = (V")) + - )+(vl)°_ and (2}, =( - ((“"- ({2} —{W)p) +

)+ = () + -+ (7). Put V={v' ..., v*}). By Lemma 3.5,
U +V (and hence V) is well formed. This gives Lemma 3.9 by taking U C (,,%,)
when p=0and VC(,%,) when p=1,

It remains to prove (¥} by induction on #z=n+1. For n=m one has
D,z={{z}} and (z)} ={z)}, ={z), so () is trivially true. Inductively assume
(*) (and hence, by the above, the lemma) for z3, in place of z. Take S € D, 2. Put
M={x€S8|z,&x}, N={x€ S|z, Ex} Né,, = {xd, | x € N}; these are all well
formed and S= M + N.

The next thing to observe is that p"(Ng,, ) (zé' Yoz for mw =0, 1. To see this
for m=0 (the other case is similar) take v€& p*(N3, )= ¢°(Na,) - ¢'(N3,).
Then v = x3,,6, where i is.even, i <m and x EN; so v = x3,3,,,. If x3,&p°S,
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then xd,=yd;, j odd, y&ES; but z, Exd, implies yEN and j<m; so v= .
Y8,8,_1 = ¥6,, é' contrary to v & ¢' (Na ). So xd,€p"S= (z) _; which implies
ve (za o 2 since v = x4, ~ {z,}. Conversely, if v €{z3,) _,, then v+ {z,} €
(28 _, =p%; so v+{z,)} = x3, for some even i and v + {z,} € $'S; s0 xEN,
v = 30,3,€ $*(Nd) — b (NG,) = p(NG,,).

Let p be the parity of m and let ¢ be the parity of m + 1. The following
equations hold

p?M={(zd,)" _—Né,, pM = N3, —{z3,}%,_,

as will now be proved; these proofs are lengthy but routine.

Take v € p?M. Then v =xd, & P'M where xEM and i has parity p. If
vENJ,, then i=m and x €N (by (WF)) contrary to xEM. So v &Nd,,. If
UGQS“’S then v = yg; with j of parity ¢; but v € $M, so y EN; but jm, s0
z,€Ey3,=vCx contrary to xEM. So v&Z¢*S. So vEPS= (z) . But
& € 28, — v implies k € z — v, so #v/k has parity p. So v € (2d,)5_, — N&‘ .

Take veE€{zd,)? _,— N3,. If k€ z—v, then either k€24, — v, so that #v/k
has parity p, or, k = z,,, so that #v/k = m which has parity p. Sov€ (z2)5_, =
pFS and z, &v. So v=xd, with m—i even, xES, v&PSD M. If 2, Ex,
then i=m and v € Ng,,, a contradiction. So z, Zx; so xEM and v € p’M as
required. This proves the first equation.

Take v € p*M. Then v =2x4,, m—i odd, x € M, vE'qF)PM Since #v/z,=m
has parity p, one has v £(z)!_,=p’S. So vE $’S; 50 v=yd;, m—j even,
yEN; s0 j=m and vE NJ,,. If ve(za ¥ _,, then #v!x,-_=i has parity p
contrary to m — i odd. So ve& N3, — {248,),,_,-

Take v € N3, —{2d,)}_,. Then v=1x4,,, xEN. By (WF) for S, v € M. If
vEp*S, then vE (2} _,, so vE€(24,)7_,, a contradiction. So v Ep’S. So
vE @S.Sov=yd, m—jodd. SoyE M. So vE ¢*M. So vE p*M. This proves
the second equation.

‘As a consequence of these two equations,

Né = Né, 0 (28,57, + (N —{28,)%_)
= ((zan)p—*l - ((‘zaﬂ)p—l —Nam)) +(Nam - (zan)ﬁt—l)
=({26,)5 ., —p°M)+pM .

Now it is possible to prove (¥) for S with p the parity of m.

If M is empty, then N&,, = (2d,)5_,, 50 S=NC {(z}7.

If M is non-empty, then let x be a minimal, maximal element with respect to <
for p=0,1, respectively.- Then (x)}2_,Cp M = N3, —(2d,)? _,- Put u=x+
{z,}. Then ud,,, =x€MCS, while for i=m, m—i odd, uai =xd,+ {z,} €
NCS. So (u)i CS.

It remains to prove (+) for § with p, g interchanged (where p is still the parity
of m}. :
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‘For this, note that Ng,, € D, _,(z3,). So, by the inductive hypothesis, there
exists L C (%%, ) disjoint from M with L + M well formed, p°L C {24,}%_, and
N3, = ({28,}%_,— p°L) + p*L (the lemma and Proposition 3.8(¢)).

Suppose L is non-empty. Let x be maximal, minimal with respect to < in L for
p=0,1, respectively. Then (x)._ Cp’LCNG,,. Put u=x+{z,} (so u,,, =
z,). Then {u)? C NCS. This gives (¥) as required.

Suppose L is empty. Then p*M = (24,2 _, (=Na,,) and p*M = {23,)? _,. So
M€ D, (z3,). By induction, either M C (z4,}% or (u)l CM for some u€
(,i¥2). In the former case, SC{z)J since S=N+ M and N3, = {zd,}%_,. In
the latter case, ()7, C M C S. This again gives (*). O

Corollary 3.10, C z=D_z. [

An ordered pair of subsets §, 7 of (,,%;) is said to have oriented union when
SNT=0,5+ Tis well formed, and x€ S, y &€ Timply x A yin S + T. (The pair
V, U of Proposition 3.8(e) is such.) An ordered triple of subsets R, S, T has
oriented union when the pairs R, SUT and RU S, T do.

Corollary 3.11 (Swelling up). Suppose a € 0, and put z = (k€ w|i = k < j where
={(®)}, a)={(j)}. Then there exist u’, C (%) for p=0,1 and m=1,2,
3,...such that the following condifions hold:

(0) My =
(i) the mple ul, b, uk has oriented umon

i) pPuy, C(2)], and or g#p, U +a,‘,’,+um-— (z)”wp ul )+
m+l -+l
pqu£+l'

Proof. Define #f =0 and suppose uf, have been constructed for all m = k such
that (i), (ii) hold for m <k. It is required to construct uf,, and verify the
conditions for m = k. The basis for this is the calculation

(((2oer = ")+ p'ud) = p%ap) + p'af) = p°ul) + 9
= (a1 + @iy +up )~ p%al) + p'af) = plury + pluy
= (U1 + 8} Nay_y +up_ )+ pal) — p%up) + pluy
= (g @by o) — ") + ')
=I.'(Z);—'1 .
Proposition 3.8 precisely yields (i) with m =k, Put v2 =u’ +a’, +u,, so that

Lemmas 3.6 and 3'4(0) vield p%v2={(z)}_,, p v“'—(z)k _- So vkED z.
Lemma 3.9 yields ul,, C{ 5.} asin (ii) for m=%k. O
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Theorem 3.12. O, is a sub-w-category of N,,. Furthermore, the unions involved in
the compositions of G, are oriented unions.

Proof. It suffices to show, that, for (n +1)-cells a, b, € ¥, with s,(a) = 1,(b), if
a,bE0,, then ax, be@ and the second sentence of the theorem holds for
m=n+ 1 Putc=a’,,=d,, d= b2, =bL,,. Apply Corollary 3.1 to aE @,
to obtain &) C (,,% ). By Proposition 3.8, the calculation .
W{(2)a = Pup) + Pl ) —p") + p'c) — p%d) + pd
=((((up + du+ 1) = p%) + p'c) — p°d) + p'd
=(((up +a,Naz+u)+p'c)—p°d)+p'd
=((up+a,+u)—p’d) +p'd
= (@S + b5 +ul) - p’d) + p'd
=ul+bl+ul
implies u>,,, ¢, d have oriented union. It remains to show that (2) holds for
ax, b,
Put e’ =al ﬂa,,, e —!)"ﬁbl By (2) for a, b, note that a —p c+e ;!:vI

1a!+e anda —b“—p cﬂp°d+(p°d)r‘le +(p 1yn et + ¢ Ne’. The defini-
tions of p° p' give the equations .

pllc+dy=p'd+(p'One' =pl(c+d),

plc+d)y=p%c+(p'd)N e =p%(c+d).

pd | o fetensd|Gtone|
: > I ; pc e
e' (ployne fne B

b, o . bl=ad} o : a’

‘Hence b'—p(c+d)+e ne, al=pc+d)+e’ne’. So ax, b satisfies

(2. O

Lemma 3.13. Suppose U C(Mi'z), S C(mii) are well formed with p°U C S and
S=al for some a€ O, If xtw<y in S with x, y € p°U, then w& p"U.

Proof. First consider the case where U has a singie element u; so p’U = { u)"
S. Take x<dw<ly in § where x=ud,, y =ud, with r,s both even. It can be
assumed that wé, = yg; with i even- and jodd. If s =j, then wd, = y3, = ud, d =
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ud;, 9, and, since S is well formed, w = ud,,, € (u),,. So suppose j <s. If r <s,
.then ©d,d, = ud,é,_,; so y<tx, and Lemma 3.2(a) gives x=w=y; so w& (u)).
So suppose s=r. Then u,, u,, . e U EXNVy. SO ug, Uy, ..., 4, € w since
x<tw <l y. In particular, #, € w which, together with wd, = ud, d;, imples w, = u;
and w=ud, € {u)?.

Now oonmder the case of a general U. Take x < w < yin S with x, y € p°U and
assume w & p°U. Appeal now to Lemma 3.6 to obtain a listing of the elements of
U. As each {u)", is replaced by {u). in S, one cannot have both x, y in the same
{u)? by the first part of the proof. So it suffices to consider the situation where x
is next to be removed and the situation where y is next to be removed.

In the first case one has x = ud, € {u)?, C § with i even and it can be supposed -
that xd, = wd, with r even and s odd. If r<i, then wé', =xd, = udd, = ud,d,_,
which, since § is well formed, implies w = ud, € (1), a contradiction. So i =r
and wd, = xd, = ud;d, = ud,,,d, which means ud,,, <<w<1y in (S—{u)o)+
{u)} . So the situation is maintained with U having one fewer element.

Similarly in the second case one has y = ugd, € (u)ﬂ, C § with { evern and it can
be supposed that wd, = yd, with r even and 5 odd. If i =g, then wd, = ud,, 4,
which, since S is well formed, implies w = ud,,, € {#}’,, a contradiction. So s < i
and wé, = ud,d,.; which means x <Iw <tud, in (§— (u)° )+ {u),,.

Since U is finite, the result follows. O

Corollary 3.14, If a € O, is an n-cell and u € a’, = a° yet a # {u), then there exists
- r€[n—1] with a=bx*_c for some b, c € O, which are not r-cells.

Proof (Excision of extremals). Let r be the largest element of [# —1] such that

al, #{u)?,, for p =0 or 1; this exists since a % {u). Property (2) and Proposi-
tion 3.1 give a,H (), +ad, Nal, forg=0and 1. So a’,,Nal,, #0. So
choose we a’,, N a:H letx, yE€ a?n be minimal, maximal with respect to <
such that x g w <:1 y. By Lemma 3.13 either x or y is not in (uf.),+1 So either x or
y is in a°,, Nal,,. Furthermore, smoe x is minimal, {x)! Cp'a®,, Cal; and,
since y is maximal, {y)? Cp @11 Cal.

In the case where x € g, , Na},,, the following equations deﬁne b, c€ 0, with
a=bx* ¢ (Corollanes 3.10 and 3.11):

¢ =0, bl=gl form>r+1,
C:+1=CE+1={x_}s br+1“ fa—{x},

e=a,, G=@-())+x)=b, bl=a,
cd=bl=al form<r.

In the case where y € a’,, ﬂ al,,, the following equatlons define b ¢ € 0, with
a=bx_c: :
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g=al, bl=0 form>r+1,

Cf-rl r+l {y} ’ b:+l = {y} »
c=a, cr=far*('y)f)+(y)f=bi, b)=a;,
ci=bi=4ad for m<r. [

Theorem 3.15. Every cell of O, is an iterated composite of cells of the form {z).
Hence @, is the smallest sub-w-category of N, which contains all {z}.

Proof. Iterate Corollary 3.14 ([

4. Orientals: their freedom

For an w-category A, let [A|, denote the n-category whose elements are the
n-cells in A and whose comipositions are the compositions *,, of A for m <n.

‘An w-category A is freely generated by a subset G of A when, for ail
w-categories X, for all n € w, for all a-functors f:| 4|, — X, and for all functions
g:GN|A|l,,,— X such that s,g=fs,, t,g=ft,, there exists a unique
(n + 1)-functor 4:| 4|, ,— X whose restriction to |A| is f and whose restriction
to-G N |A|n+1 is g-

G4, g———* X
n -

(Al L

_ (i

|Al, r » X

Theorem 4.1. O, is freely generated by the set of elements of the form {z) where z
is a finite subset of w.

- Proof. Since [@,], is the free category on the graph (%)= e {as pointed out in
Section 2), the universal property holds for n = 0. More generally, for any 1 € w,
suppose f:(@,|,— X is an a-functor and g:(,%,)— X is a function such that f, g
determine an arrow of graphs
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(,9,) |
n+2 £ — X
( )I
l0w|n+1 iy ty
n t,'
)
6., 7 > X

It is required to define an (n + 1}-functor £:|@,|,,,~> X which extends both f
and g. By Theorem 3.15, if such an # exists, it is unique.

Let a be an (n + 1)-cell in &, . Define #{a) € X by induction on the number k of
elements in a%,, =a’,,. When k =0, define h{a) = f(a) since then a is an n-cell.

Suppose k =1. Then a,,, = {u} for some ¥ €(,%,;). Then there exist umque
n-cells d, e in €, such that a=d+,.,(u)*,_,e and e,=e) = {(vEa,N
a’lv<dug, in o for some-even {}. Define h(a)= f(d)*,_, g(u) * _, fle) in X.

Suppose k >1. Let u be the <I-minimal element of 4., which (1o be specific)
is first in the lexicographic order on (,%,)C w"*% Then a = b+, ¢ for unique
(n+1)-cells b, ¢ in @, such that c.,, =%, = {u}. Define k(a) = h(b)*, h(c) in
X. '

That h preserves the composition *, follows inductively from the fact that the
compositions of @  are oriented unions (Theorem 3.12). 0O

Corollary 4.2. O, is freely generated by the set of elements of the form (z) where
zC(»). O

‘5. The nerve of an w-category

Recall that the O-cells of €, can be identified -wnh elements of [n]. For each
order-preserving function ¢ : [n]—r[m], there is a unique n-functor 6,:0,— 0,
which is given by { on O-cells. Explicitly, for € o,,

ﬁz(a)f={ye( L] )|5|an with y = {x]

- tﬁis follows from Coroliary 4.2. Clearly this defines a functor
_ 0:4— »-Cat | o

which takes { :[#}—{m] t0.6,:0,— G, .
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The nerve A of an w-category A is the simplicial set

o w-Cat(—, 4)
A — ©-CatF ——— Set .

An ¢lement of 4A of dimension # is an n-functor @, - A. Nerve is functorial in
A using composition: this gives the nerve functor

A~: w-Cat—— [A°F, Set)
which has a left adjoint
@ :[A, Set] —— w-Cat

whose value at a simplicial set X is given by the coend formula

[n]
| q>x=-f X, x0,.

Yoneda's lemma provides an isomorphism ®A[n]=
Let A[n] denote the subsimplicial set of A[n] whose elements of dimension m

are the non-epic arrows [m]->[n] in 4.
Lemma 5.1. $A[n])=|6,],., .

Proof. Each non-invertible monic p:{m]—[n} in 4 induces -a simplicial map
A[m]—> A[n]. These simplicial maps form a colimit cone. Since @ is 2 left adjoint,
it preserves colimits. So the w-functors €, — ®A[n] form a colimit cone through
which the cone &, : G, — O, factors. The result follows. [1

A simplicial set X is called n-coskeletal -when, for all k>n and al
Xos Xyy .- X, € X, satisfying x,8,=x;8,_, for i<j, there exists a unique
yE€ X, with x,=yg, for all :E[k] In other words, each simplicial map
x:Alkl— X for k>nhas a umque extensron y:4[k]—- X.

Theorem 5.2. The nerve of an n-category is (n + l)fqoskeleidi.

Proof, Suppose k> n + 1 and Aisan n-category. A 'simplicial map x: ﬁ[k]—a 44

- amounts to an w-functor x':|€,],_,— A by Lemma 5.1. Then x's,_, {[k]},

x't,_1{[k]} are (k —1)-cells in A with the same (k ~ 2)-source and target. Every

celement of A is an n-cell and k—1>n, so x's,_{[k]) =x'¢,_,{[k]}). By

Corollary 4.2 there is a unique extension y’: @, — A of x’ whose value at {[£]) is
x's,([k]}. This gives the unique extension y:A[k]— AA of x as required. [J
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A simplicial set with hollowness is a simplicial set X with certain elements
distinguished and called hollow satistying the following conditions:
~ there are no hollow elements of dimension 0;

. —hollow elements of dimension 1 are degenerate;
— all degenerate elements are hollow,
Let Ssh denote the category whose objects are simplicial sets with hollowness and
whose arrows are hollowness-preserving simplicial maps.

For an w-category A, an w-functor x: 0, — A is called Aollow when x{[n])} is
an {n —1)-cell in A. In this way, the nerve 4A becomes an object NA of Ssh,
and, the nerve functor lifts to a functor N:w-Cat— Ssh. To construct the left
adjoint for N, it is helpful to consider the category hA which contains 4 as a full
subcategory and, for each #>>1, contains an extra object s, with extra arrows

“o
———

[A]—h, [n~1]

such that o} e = g;. Then Ssh is equivalent to the full subcategory of [(hA), Set]
consisting of those functors X : (hA)°”—>Set for which each Xe:Xh,— X[n] is
monic.

Let @' be the coequalizer in w-Cat of the two o-functors 2,— @, correspond-
ing to {[n]}, s,_,{[#]) € 6,. An w-functor 6" — A amounts precisely to 2 hollow
w-functor 0, — A. It is now possible to define a fanctor h@:hA— w-Cat such
that the diagram

| >

hA —— @-Cat

~ commutes and h& takes £:[rn]— &, to the quotient o-functor G, — €.
Let ¥':[(hA)®, Set] — w-Cat denote the left Kan extension of h? :hA— w-Cat

along the Yoneda embedding hA — [(hA)®, Set]; the formula is:

u€ha
qr'X=f © Xu x(h€)u .

The composite of ¥ with the Tully Faithful Ssh——->{(hA)°" Set] gives the left
adjoint ¥ :Ssh— w-Cat for N.

Let @-Cath denote the full subcategory of @-Cat consisting of those w-
categories A for which every element is a cell. Note that @, , @ are in w-Cath and
so @, ¥ land in @-Cath. :
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For a simplicial set X, define Cell(X) to be the union, modulo x = xoy, of the
sets

Cell,(X)={xE X, | x3, = x3,8,0,for j + 1< i}.

One has Cell{lAA)= A in Set for all A€ w-Cath. It follows that A-:w-
Cath— [A°F, Set], and hence N:w-Cath—> Ssh, is conservative (reflects isomor-
phisms). ' ' '

In fact, I believe N: w-Cath— Ssh to be fully faithful and I would now like to
discuss my conjecture on characterizing the-(replete) image of N.

To motivate this conjecture we must look at the nth cocyele condition which we
can now write as an equation

x(5,{01...n+ 1)) =x(,(01...n+1)})

involving an w-functor x:0,,,-> A. Excision of extremals (Corollary 3.14) gives
a method for decomposing the n-source and a-target of (01...n+1) into
composites of cells of the form {z). The result of this for n =0, 1, 2, 3, 4is given
below using the convention of Roberts to omit brackets when the natural erder of
evaluation of the compositions *,, *,, *,, ... is intended.

50401} = {0),  £,{01) = (1},

5,012} = {02}, - ¢,{012) = (12)*0<01) .

5,0123) = (23)%,(012)% (023),  £,{0123) = (123)%,(01)+,{013) ,

33(01234) = (234)*(,(12)*0{01}*1(0124)*2(34)*(,(23)*0(012)*1(0234) .

£,01234) = (1234) (01}, {014} ,{34) %, (123 )%, {01 }*, (0134),(34)
v, (0123)%,(034),

5,(012345) = (2345 )% (12) %401 )%, (125) %, {01 )%, {015, (45 ), (234) %o (12)
#,{01 )%, (1245)#,{01 ) *, (015)5(45)*0{234}\'50(12)*0(01)
#,(45) %0 (124)%,{01)%, (0145 ) 5, (45}, (01234 ), (045}, (2345)
xg (12) %4 (01)%,{125) % {01 )%, (015 )%, {45) %4 (234, (12)%,(01)
%, {01245) %, (45) 5,{34 ) %,{23 )2, (012)#, {45)%, (0234}, {045)
#3345 )% (23) %, (12) %4 (01 )%, (235) %, (12)%,{01)*, (0125)
5,45 )y (34) 9023 )%, (012) %, (02345) , -
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1,{012345) = (12345)%,(01)* (015)%,{45) %, {34 )%, (123 )%, {01 ), {45} %,{134)
o (01) %, (0145)*,{45) %, (34) % {123} ,(01 )%, {45} ,{0134)%,{045)
%, (45 ) % (34) %, (0123 ), (45) ({034 )% (045 )%, (345 )%,(23)
*0(12)*0(01)*1(1235}*0(0]-)*1(01’5)*2<45)*0(34)*0(123)*0(01>
# {01345 )2, (45 )%, (34 )%, (0123 )%, (45 )%, {034 )%, {045 )%, (345)
%0{23) 1 (12)o (01 )%, (01235 )%, (45 ), (34) %, (23) . (012)
(45 )y, (34)%,(023)* (0345) .

Work of Roberts, Brown-Higgins, and myse has led us to expect that
simplicial sets X with hollowness should be isomorphic to NA for some A when
they satisfy some exactness condition. The clue to finding the correct conditicn

(which is far less trivial here than in Brown’s setting of =-groupoids where each
horn should have a unique hollow filler) is to ask the following question:

in the nth cocycle condition above which cells must in general be identities in
order to be able to say that x{(01... k... n+1) is uniquely determined?

For example when n =1, we look at the equation
Xoz = X12 %9 Xqy

and see that for k=1 there is no condition since x,, is determined by the

- equation, whereas, for k¥ = 0 we need x,, to be a 0-cell in order for the equation to

determine x,,.
The case n=4 gives enough data to make my conjecture cenvincing, see

Table 1.

Table t
x(3,{012345)) = x(¢,{012345})

k  m-cells which must become (m — 1)-cells on applying x

{01345) (01235) (0145 {0134 {0123) (015) {01
{01245) (01234) {0125} {012)

{12345) (01235 (0123 ) (1235) (123)

(01234} (02345)(2345) {0234 {234)

{12345} {01345) (0345 (345) _
(01245) (02345) (0145 {1245} {2345) (345){45)

LA R O =

The most striking thing is that in the row for k the m-cells listed all include &’s

- neighbours {k — 1 and & + 1 unless one of these is impossible because k¥ = 0 or 5).

Roberts made a conjecture on the basis of this. However there are other cells
which include the neighbours but are not in the list: Roberts requires far more
cells to be identified than are really necessary. It still may be that the stronger
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condition which I am going to give is a consequence of that of Roberts; indeed, I
have proved that in characterizing nerves of 2-categor1es the Roberts condition is
enough.

Observe that the cells {z)} listed for k have the property thatk — 1, k, k+ 1 are
not in the complement "z ={r&[5]|r €z} of z and, when the elements of
z+{k—1,k, k+ 1} are written out in order, they alternate in parity.

This leads us to make the following definitions:

A finite subset u = (u,, u,,...,u,) of @ is called a!tematmg when u,, u;,,
have opposite parity for i =0, 1 m—1. Call u k-divided when k-1, k,
k+1€uandu+{k-1,k k+1} is alternating. Call a monic p:[m]>—[n] in A
a k-monic when the complement of its image is k-divided.

Recall that the k-horn A*[n] in A[n] is the sub-simplicial set of A{n] consisting
of those a:[m]— [n] whose image does not contain [n] — {k}. A simplicial map
A[n]— X amounts to an element of X (Yoneda lemma). A simplicial map
A*{n]-»X amounts to a k-horn in X that is, xg,..., X,..., X, €X,_,
satisfying x,9; = x;9;_; for i <j, i#k, j* k.

Let A,[#] be the object of Ssh whose underlying simplicial set is A[»] and
whose non-degenerate hollow elements are the k-monics. Regard A*[#] as in Ssh
by taking as hollow the hollow elements of A,[x] which are in A¥[n}. (So
A¥[n]— A,[n} is a regular monic in Ssh.) A k-horn (x,),., in X€ Ssh is called
admissible when it corresponds to an arrow A*[n]— X in Ssh.

Conjecture 5.3, An object X of Ssh is isomorphic to NA for some A € w-Cath if
and only if it satisfies the following twe conditions:
(1) for each admissible %-horn (Jl:‘);,‘jE there exists a unique hollow x Wlth
= x, for all { > k; and,
(2) if x and (x,);,., are hollow, then so is xd,.

Note that (1) just says that X is orthogonal to (is a sheaf for) the inclusion-
A¥[n]— A,c[n], that is

Ssh(4,[n], X)—> Ssh(,\*{n], X).

Also, (2) says that X is orthogonal to the identity map A[x]— A[n] with two
different hollowness structures of A[»]. The result would therefore carry over to
w-categories and simplicial objects in any ﬁmtely complcte category.
What techniques are available to prove the conjecture? We already have an

adjunction
' )4

w-Cath 1 Ssh

——

N
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and so ‘all’ we need to prove is that the unit X — N¥X is invertible when X
satisfies (1) and (2). The description of ¥ as a coend does not seem very helpful
in achieving this. The underlying set of ¥.X must be isomorphic to Cell(X) as
given above, but the asymmetry in the definition of Cell(X') makes it hard to work
with. For example, 2-cells

can be identiﬁed with

7

in 'Cel.l(AA), but they can also be identified with

In order to characterize the image of 2-Cat under N, I made use of a shift
operation X — Cell(X) which amounts to

v

- . v

C ' N" / W Uo- 1
For higher dimensions there is an analogous shift operation which is defined by
Roberts [9].

In previous work on characterizing nerves, Roberts and I were working without
an explicit description of nerve. Roberts’ approach was to use the characterization
to construct it. Since we do now have the nerve functor N:w-Cath—Ssh, it '
seems possible to make use of this in the characterization. I propose the following
approach. o

Recall the w-category 2, from Section 1 representing the underlying functor
- w-Cat— Set. For each n there is also the n-category 2, representing n-Cat — Set.
Since we believe N to bé fully faith?fué, we should have isomorphisms of sets

A= w-Cat(2,, AY=Ssh(N2,, NA).
Thus, a more symmetric definition of Cell(X) is -

Cell(X) = Ssh(N2, , X)
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for X-€S8sh. For X satisfying Conjecture 5.3(1), (2), it remains to produce

- compositions on Cell(X) making it an w-category with NCell(X)}= X.

Let o,, 7,:2,—2, denote the w-functors corresponding to the n-cells s, (w) =
0, n), t,(w)=(,n)of 2. Let ¢,:2,— 2, correspond to the n-cell of 2, which is
not an {(n —1)-cell. The idempotents a,t,, 7,¢, induce candidates for s,, ¢, on
Cell(X): moreover, Cell, (X) =Ssh(N2,, X) is the set of n-cells. By virtue of its
Tepresenting w-Cat— Set, 2, is a co-w@-category in w-Cat; the underlying co-
category for the nth co-composition is:

Pn

It must be shown that, for X satisfying Conjecture 5.3(1) and (2), the functor
Ssh(N-, X) takes the above co-category to a category.

6. Bicategories and so on

Continuing in the speculative vein of the end of the last section, we offer the
following remarks on bicategories and their higher dimensional analogues.

Let A be a bicategory in the sense of Bénabou (see [6]). The notion of a
homomorphism of bicategories from a 2-category into A is easily generalized to
homomorphism from an n-category into A: the O-composition is associative up to
invertible 2-cells in A which are coherent and natural in the m-cells for m >0,
The appropriate notion of nerve N, A of A is the object of Ssh whose underlying
simplicial set is 4,4 = Hom(O,, A), whose elements x:0,— A of dimension 2
are hollow when x{012) is invertible (not necessarily an identity). This N A4
satisfies Conjecture 5.3(1), (2) except for uniqueness in property (1). For example

——
o1 \l¥o2 /',

where x;,, xq., are not uniquely determined by x,,, x,,. _
This suggests the possibility of characterizing bicategories and (normal)
homomorphisms as a full subcategory of Ssh. Even more boldly I propose objects

of Ssh satisfying (1) without “uniqueness” and (2} as an accessible definition of

weak w-categories (the infinite generalization of bicategories).

e
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